Historical Examples of Operations

—A successful US/UK Operation to

Overthrow Iran’'s Democratically Elected Leader .
guardian co.uk In order to rally people’s support for

The Central Intelligence Agency con- P— their governments in Europe in their
ducted a covert Opel‘ation to over- Terrorists "helped by CIA’ to stop rise of f|ght agan’]st communism — and as con-

throw Iran's democratically-elected I 1.1”1. m}" firmed by a former Italian Prime Minis-

leader, Mohammed Mossadeq, in ot iy o 3 ter, an Italian judge, and the former head

1953. et Of Italian counterintelligence — NATO,
i el \ith the help of U.S. and foreign special

Having planned to nationalise the An- EEnE LRl forCes, carried out terror bombings in
g glo-Iranian Oil Company, s o Rt i Italy and blamed the communists,

As one participantin this formerly-
secret program stated:

The reason was quite

.The CIA's simple
Kermit Roosevelt Jr (grandson of American president Theodore
Roosevelt) masterminded the coup inwhich
This “strategy of tension” was
ina campaign to
turn the country's Islamic religious community against the gov-
ernment.

Subsequently, ademocratic-oriented government was then re- Historian Daniele Ganser writes, "It is a tactic which consists in

placed with a dictatorship, which eventually led to the 1979 over- committing bombings and attributing them to others. By the term
throw of the Shah and a new elected leader being installed. ‘tension’ one refers to emotional tension, to what creates a senti-

ment of fear. By the term 'strategy' one refers to what feeds the fear
of the people towards one particular group.”




